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PARK MOUND, PULBOROUGH 
(O.S. Grid 50/038082) 


BY K. M. E. MURRAY 


In November 1959 our local Secretary at Pulborough, 
Mr. V. W. Tyler, drew attention to the fact that trees were 
being felled on Park Mound, one mile west of Pulborough 
church, and that damage to the mound might be caused by 
this work and by any replanting. 

Park Mound was known to Dallaway and is mentioned 
briefly in his History! and also by Horsfield? and Lower.* 
There is a rather fuller description by George Clinch in his 
article on Ancient Earthworks in the first volume of the 
Victoria County History of Sussex published in 1905.4 Clinch 
states ** The whole place is now a copse, and a prolific growth 
of ferns, brambles and other vegetation much obscures the 
earthworks.” No doubt owing to this condition, the mound, 
although marked in old English lettering on the ordnance maps, 
was not scheduled as an Ancient Monument. The Society 
has now recommended that it should be scheduled as it is 
clearly an important example of a Norman motte and bailey. 

Pulborough was one of the manors held in 1086 of Earl 
Roger by Robert FitzTetbald, sheriff of Arundel and lord of 
what later became the Honour of Petworth. Robert held 
extensive lands, including, on the north of the Downs, Trey- 
ford, Cocking, Stedham, Linch, Selham, Petworth, Tillington. 
Duncton, Burton, Barlavington, Sutton, Bignor, Stopham., 
Hardham, Parham, Cootham, Storrington and West Chilting- 
ton. Park Mound was undoubtedly his look-out post, admir- 
ably situated to command most of his estates and the communi- 
cations between them. Immediately to the south-west is an 
important crossing of the Arun at a point where tidal influence 
and navigation originally ended. An early ford here was re- 
placed later by a ferry and still later by Stopham Bridge.* 
From the mound there is also an extensive view of the range of 
the South Downs from Duncton to Chanctonbury and beyond; 
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5. Jocky Jo. Langrish 


ly. 
Warrior Wm. Holliday 2 y. 
6. Juno black Wid. Wild ly. 
kept at West Grinsted 
7. Driver Wid. Nuys 3 y. 
Careless Jo. Nuys 
8. Carver Wid. Hurst 3 y. 
Pinker Shermanbury 3 y. 
9. Pompey Dr. Woodward* 
10. Beauty Shermanbury 3 y. 
Cibell Shermanbury 3 y. 
11. Fidler Geo. Charlwood ly. 
Frolick Tho. Herriott ly. 
att Washington 
12. Blewmaid Wid. Turners 3 y. 
Musick J. Parsons 2 y. 
13. Lady Ja. Newman 2 y. 
att Merson (sic) 
Ranter far. Briants 2 y. Mr. Somerfeild 
14. Madam far. Lintott 2 y. 
att home 
Damsell Simstress or puppy 
15. Emperess 17. Longsided 
16. Juno Constant 


Luther (an error) 


On the following folio (107) are some more notes :— 
Hunting Hounds 
in 1716 
1712 Sempress out of Damsell and Smoker 
Wanton out of Old Dutchys and Cocker 
1714 Beauty 


Mopsy pout of Beauty and Warwickshire Singer 
Ruler 


Ruler again out of Trueboy and Warwick Buk 


1715 — out of Luther and Wanton 


i 


Probably Timothy Luff, whose monument (1727) is in the church. 
He held Church Farm and Old Park in South Harting and was reputed 
to be a wizard: H. D. Gordon, Hist. of Harting, 216. 


* The Peascods: held Pyefields in Harting: Cal. S.A. Trust Deeds, 
K. 272. 


3 Rector of West Grinstead. 
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THE MOUTH OF THE ARUN 


BY G. D. JOHNSTON 


There is a tendency to fall into the error of thinking 
(against which St. Peter warned us)! that “‘ since the Fathers 
fell asleep all things continue as they were” and not to realise 
that the countryside and especially the sea-coast is far from 
static but is constantly changing, usually slowly but occasionally 
with rapidity and violence. The Arun’s present mouth is 
modern. I think the first person to treat the matter seriously 
was Hadrian Allcroft in 1930.2. I have endeavoured to collect 
further evidence, but it is scattered and fragmentary and I can 
only hope that this article may bring more facts to light. I 
have not ventured into realms of geology or discussed such 
matters as the Dunkerkian Transgressions or whether the 
Arun originally joined the sea or only the ** Solent River ’’; but 
have confined myself so far as possible to physical features 
and historic records. 


In considering the evidence certain factors must be 
remembered. 


The sea-level is not constant but has fallen over many 
years to return sometimes in the course of a few years with 
disastrous consequences. Investigations at Dungeness in 
1940* suggest that the level there in the thirteenth century 
was much the same as now, but was some five or six feet higher 
than in Roman times and that there was a fall during the 
fourteenth century. This would give a coast-line in Roman 
times the best part of a mile further out than now. The level 
rose rapidly in the great storms in the thirteenth century which 
destroyed Old Winchelsea (c. 1287) and flooded a great part 
of the Netherlands. After that there was a gradual fall with 
a recovery c. 1509‘ and the last great damage by storms (and 
possibly a rise in level) was in 1703 when Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel’s fleet was wrecked. 


The persistent march of the shingle along the south coast 
from west to east® is especially noticeable in the Adur (whose 
mouth was once at Hove) and the Ouse (whose mouth was 
once at Seaford). A similar phenomenon can be seen on the 
east coast in the Alde or Ore in Suffolk and the Yare at Great 
Yarmouth. The Arun’s mouth (unless artificially prevented) 
constantly tends to be deflected to the east by the shingle spit 
which ever grows eastwards from the right (west) bank and 
intervenes between the river and the sea. 
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Cudlow—the parish on the coast west of Littlhehampton— 
is now very largely under the sea and what remains has long 
since been taken over by Clymping.® It is shown with the 
church (probably an anachronism) in 1587’ and 1698* and 
there is a very interesting plan by John Nordon in 1606 of 
Atherington Manor® which shows the Arun but unfortunately 
not the actual mouth. It would seem that the shingle spit 
growing out from the right (west) bank and separating the Arun 
from the sea was regarded as an accretion to Cudlow (to which 
it was physically united) and not to the parishes on the opposite 
bank separated from it by the Arun. This accounts for the 
western part of Litthkhhampton Common having been in 
Clymping and for the occurrence in Rustington of the names 
Cudlow House (near the Mewsbrook) and Cudlow Windmill 
close by (which I remember in 1899). 

To deal now with the various courses suggested as having 
been the Arun’s route to the sea. 


I. THE RYEBANK RIFE 

It has been suggested? that the original course of the Arun 
was from Littlehampton south-west along the Ryebank Rife 
to the sea near Middleton. This was based on comparisons 
of Domesday with later (1343) records which suggest that 
thirty-two hides in Risberge (later Poling) Hundred had been 
transferred to Binsted (later Avisford) Hundred. I do not 
think this is supported by any other evidence and it is not 
nearly strong enough to outweigh the persistent tendency of 
the Arun to enter the sea with a strong easterly deflection. 
Ptolemy’s map of c.150 is far too vague to form the basis of 
any reliable conjecture as to the then course of the Arun. 


ll. THE PENDE MOUTH 

Pende (or rather its site) is in Lancing on the sea-coast 
just west of where the Adur would join the sea were it not 
deflected by the shingle spit. It is mentioned'® in 1250 and 
onwards until 1420 (the latest reference to its port so far found) 
and was a recognised port with port officials to the end of 
the fourteenth century: in 1382/3 victuals were loaded in a 
ship at Pende. I think this was the Arun’s mouth down to 
1287, the river sheltering behind the shingle spit between it 
and the sea (like the Adur still does). There is a tradition 
recorded as “an Old Tradition” in 1638"! that the Arun:— 

* did Issue in former times into the Sea at Pen-house in 

‘** Lancing in Bramber-rape where Bramber River then 

“likewise vented itself... But where this Channel 

** was whether it be altogether swallowed up of the Ocean 
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“or whether it went up this Levell to Angmering penes 
** authores fides esto ” 


That the Black Dyke ever reached the sea may not be 
physically impossible, but is very improbable as no remains of 
its bed beyond Angmering village can be seen. But the 
tradition (as traditions not infrequently are) may be correct 
as applied to slightly varied facts, viz., to the course along the 
coast to Pende. 

In my view the storm c. 1287 broke large gaps in the shingle 
spit and with the higher sea-level enabled the land water of 
the Arun to force its way through various and varying places 
further west eventually settling down (more or less) at the 
Mewsbrook. Some slight evidence for this may be derived 
from the fact'* that in 1277-80 the Arundel Estates included 
the Fishery in the water towards Kyngston (semble Kingston 
in Ferring) \et at 2d. but not again mentioned. Broken sections 
of the shingle spit remained for many years and are shown in 
1587.7. The name “ Broadwater ”’ (the parish in which the 
original Worthing stood) may be derived from this old course 
which would have run just off the present coast-line and be 
here joined by the Tevill stream. 


Ill. THE MEWSBROOK 


My father when a boy (c. 1865) received a tradition which 
he passed on to me and is also recorded by Allcroft? that the 
old mouth of the Arun was at the Mewsbrook (taken over by 
the Littkehhampton U.D.C. in 1939 as a pleasure ground). 
Here was a very distinct shallow depression leading back 
from the sea with a little drainage dyke in the centre as far 
back as the footpath to Rustington beyond which it could 
not be traced; this dyke was the boundary of the parishes 
of Littlehampton and Rustington. 

In 1301/2 and also in 1330!" !* the Arundel Estates included 
a ferry at Rustyngton and another ferry at Hamptone, each 
paying 12d. every Michaelmas. They may have been at 
different places, but I prefer to think they were both references 
to one and the same physical crossing, the word “ ferry ” 
meaning the incorporeal right to take tolls, one “ ferry” 
being where the passengers going east embarked (and so in 
Littlehampton) and the other where passengers going west 
embarked (and so in Rustington). I have found no later 
references to these ferries. 

The mouth was no doubt much disturbed by sand and 
shingle banks and liable to shift owing to gales and floods. 
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After the diversion of the Arun to a new mouth (c. 1628) 
this older course became “ waste of the Manor” and was 


enclosed on the 3rd May 1839 shortly after which the house 
was built. 


IV. THE 17TH-CENTURY MOUTHS 

The Mewsbrook mouth seems to have been closed wholly 
or partially in the 1509 storms by shingle being swept into it 
and the Arun forced an exit through the shingle spit about 
halfway between the Mewsbrook and the present mouth, viz., 
at a point where the modern (1867) coast road turns inland. 
It was still far from permanent and shifted with gales and floods 
and attempts were made to confine and improve it. Nordon’s 
map of Sussex in 1595 shows the Arun in this course with 
the mouth south of the church. | 

That the mouth was somewhere here and available for 
shipping is shown by" a Charter-party in 1532/3 by which the 
good ship “ George ” was to load wheat at Lytyll Hampton in 
Arundel Haven and sail to Lisbon; and by a pinnace in 1544 
chasing a French vessel into “* Arundell Haven ” and capturing 
her. 

In 1587 the report’ advised * At Littel Hampton haven 
the entrie to Arundell to be fortified ’’ and the plan shows the 
Arun going into the sea with a slight south-easterly bend at 
the last reach corresponding with the course I suggest. 

Henry FitzAlan, Eari of Arundel (who died in 1580) 
instigated the Commissioners of Sewers to alter the mouth to 
a more convenient entrance by a straight cut to the sea. This 
was about 1574,!5 but work was delayed by his death and the 
(political) troubles of his successor and was not revived until 
after the estates were restored in 1604 to Thomas the 24th 
Earl (who died in 1646). This new mouth opened about 
16281° is referred to in 1638" as follows :— 

” . . . leaving Ford and Climping on the East (sic) and 

** Little Hampton on the West (sic) it runneth to the Low- 

“* water-mark at the Haven there opening into the main 

“* Sea where by the good leave of Thomas Earl of Arundell 
*“*, . . there was late a new cutt of some [blank in MS] 
‘in Length made at the Charges of the Levell through 
** my Lord’s Land for the better passage out of Ships and 
“Boats to Sea it being before a broad Haven” (i.e., a 
delta). 

It can (or could lately) still be traced as a depression in 


the Common immediately west of where the coast road turns 
inland. 
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A new cut was made in 1657 and shown"* in a map of 
1671/2 about two hundred yards east of the site of the present 
mouth, viz., near the modern bandstand. 

The Arun is shown in 1698° as making (as it appears it 
always made until 1735) a wide sweep south of Littlehampton 
Church following the line of River Road and a little south of 
the High Street until past the church, where it turned south- 
east to the sea. The mouth itself is shown as a broad delta 
much incumbered with numerous shoals. 

Budgen (1724) shows the river flowing in a straight line 
to its mouth approximately due south of the church. 

In its last stage (1732) the river is described!’ as:— 

‘* venting itself into the sea at several places and thereby 

** losing its force, is confined to a narrow channel which by 

“southerly storms and rolling sand is often entirely 

‘“* choked up and though cut and plowed through by the 

*“‘ neighbouring inhabitants at a very great expense will 

““only admit small vessels hired at excessive freights by 

‘* reason of the uncertainty of the passage out of the said 

‘** harbour ” 

The badness of the harbour obliged vessels to lie without 
and there take in their loading and three barges laden with 
goods had lately been lost waiting for a fair wind to sail out 
with a loading and vessels were frequently damaged in getting 
over the bar.?’ 

Yeakell and Gardner in 1788 marked the older course so 
far as it ran east (south of the church) to the east of the then 
(and present) course, but gave no indication beyond this 


point of the older courses to Mewsbrook or across the 
Common. 


Vv. THE PRESENT MOUTH 

This differs from the former ones in being artificially 
confined between timber groynes and walls which prevent the 
land-water spreading over the foreshore and concentrate its 
scour into one main channel so checking the formation of 
bars and shoals and catching the shingle drift on the west to 
prevent its blocking or deflecting the mouth. The greater 
seaward extent of the beach on the right (west) is very remark- 
able. The mouth has therefore remained in the same position 
since it was made under an Act of 1732/3!* and opened in 
December 1735. 

The cut was made through the shingle spit straight out 
into the sea considerably to the west of all previous mouths. 
As it was cut through the existing shingle spit it was situated 
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in the parish of Clymping (Cudlow) and so remained until 
finally annexed to Littlehampton in 1880.2 (It is not so shown 
in the Tithe Map of 1840 probably because it was waste and 
not tithable). In 1762 an Act!® stated that George II out of 
his paternal affection tendering the welfare and protection of 
his dutiful subjects had ordered the Ordnance Department to 
build a fort at Littlehampton. The land for this was purchased 
from the Duke of Norfolk and described** as “‘ on the EAST 
side of the entrance into Arundell Haven in the parish of 
Climpton (sic) . . . bounded by Arundell Haven on the west 
part and by the sea on the south part.” 

When the Arun was thus deflected away from its former 
mouths, the land south of River Road and High Street became 
available for building especially after the Esplanade made in 
1867 effectually excluded the sea and Littlehampton rapidly 
extended over it to the south. 


FOOTNOTES 
2 Peter III, 4. 
Waters of Arun. A. Hadrian Allcroft 1930 (reprinted from $.C.M. 


**Past Sea Levels at Dungeness,” Geographical Jo. xcvi., 275, 283, 


4 S.N.Q. xiii, 153, 324. 

5 “The Law of the Eastward Drift’? ably expounded by Montague 
Burrows in his Cinque Ports. 

8 S.N.Q. vi, 109 (1936) W. D. Peckham. 

7 A Survey of the Coast of Sussex made in 1587 by Sir Thomas Palmere 

and Waltar Couerte, Esq. Edited by M. A. Lower 1870. 

* Dummers Map of 1698 reproduced in Proc. Inst. C.E. xi, 162. 


® John Norden’s Map of Atherington Manor 1606. Reproduced in 
S.A.C. xliv, 147. 1901. 


1 
v.). 
3 

1940. 


10 Patents 26 Dec. 1364; 4 July 1367; 12 Feb. 1370/1. Calendar at 


pp. 78, 449, 102. See also S.A.C. liv, 162; S.N.Q. iv, 183. 


11 The High Stream of Arundel (c. 1638). Edited by Joseph Fowler 
1929. 


12 


The Arun Fishery Case, viz., Henry Duke of Norfolk v. Edward 
Slaughter 1899. N. No. 375. Tried at Lewes 3 July 1900 (Copy of Pro- 
ceedings in the S.A.S. Library). 
13 Inq. p.m. 15 Jan. 1301/2; 20 Dec. 1330 (Calendar Nos. 90; 300). 
14 1537/8 see Selden Society vi. 81, 1544 see Letters and Papers Hy 8. 
No. 129, p. 57. 

© West Tarring Churchwardens Accounts 1574 ‘‘ Payd at Arondell wen 
the Quens Visiters ded set for the Haven xxd ”’ (S.N.Q. iv, 174). 

16 See Tierney. The date 1624 is given by Prichard in his Report; 
1628 by Horsfield and by Mason’s Bognor Guide in 1828. The 1671 Map 
is mentioned in the ‘* Homelands Handbook ”’ to Littlehampton. 

17° Commons Journals xxii, pp. 55 and 73. 1732/3. 

18 6 Geo. II, c. 12 (1732/3). 

19 2 Geo. III, c. 37 (1762). This Fort was east of the present entrance. 
The Fort adjoining the Golf Links on the right (west) bank was not 
erected until 1857, 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS CVIII 


THE PARISH CHURCH OF SS. MARY AND NICHOLAS 
ETCHINGHAM 


This church was entirely rebuilt in the fourteenth century 
by Sir William de Echingham, whose mutilated brass lies in 
the chancel floor. He died in 1288-9 and his brass bears two 
inscriptions, one in French and one in Latin. A translation 
of the latter is: This William caused this church to be rebuilt 
anew in honour of God and the Assumption of Blessed Mary 
and of S. Nicholas; he who formerly was the son of James 
de Echingham, Knight. The brass has lost its canopy and the 
effigy is without its head, but is otherwise in full armour with 
the feet resting on a lion. The church is not only interesting 
in having been built all at one time and in possessing a remark- 
able series of windows with diverse tracery, but its plan is 
unusual for its date. It has a chancel of three bays divided 
from the nave by an axial tower, which gives it very delightful 
proportions. The nave, which is perhaps unfinished, has 
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only two bays with a north and south aisle, both of which are 
continued eastwards alongside the tower to form two chapels. 
The south aisle doorway has a porch of oak of the same date. 
The nave has clearstory windows above the aisle arcade and 
these windows appear in the north and south tower walls, 
so that the tower-space really forms a third bay to the nave. 
The chancel, which is aisleless, is fitted with stalls (eighteen 
in all) which retain their carved misericords. The panels 
above the back of the stalls are open, forming a rood screen. 
There are well-designed triple sedilia on the south wall of the 
chancel, with canopies, and a piscina beneath a trefoiled head. 
The communion table is of early seventeenth-century date 
with turned bulbous legs. The octagonal font is contem- 
porary with the church. There are several fine Echingham 
brasses and the tower has a vane pierced with the Echingham 
fret. W.H.G. 


RANSCOMBE CAMP, NR. GLYNDE 
FIRST SEASON’S EXCAVATIONS 1959 


BY G. P. BURSTOW AND G. A. HOLLEYMAN 


The Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society, under 
the direction of the writers, obtained permission from Lord 
Gage, the owner, and Mr. Miles, the tenant farmer, to excavate 
the apparently unfinished earthwork on Ranscombe Down. 
The work took place between August 8th and 24th 1959. 
The objects were to find the date and method of construction 
of the earthwork, and its relation to the known periods of the 
Caburn. Col. Lane Fox in 1878! had made a cutting through 
the ditch and rampart a few yards south of the gateway and 
had found two types of pottery. In 1934 Mr. Hollingdale 
recorded the finding of Romano-British pottery inside the 
camp after some.turf-lifting had taken place.” 


A camp was formed for volunteers in the Lord’s Field 
in Glynde village by permission of the Glynde Estate, the same 
field as for the pre-war Caburn excavations, and well over 
30 people, campers and daily helpers, took part in the work. 
Mr. M. King looked after the messing arrangements with his 
usual skill. The team leaders on the site were: Mrs. Hilda 
Holden, Messrs. C. C. A. Glossop, M. R. Pratt, A. C. Roper, 
M. H. Thornburgh and C. M. Wilson. 
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The excavators put two large cuttings between 80 and 90 
feet long and 8 feet wide through ditch and rampart, Cutting A 
south of Col. Lane Fox’s excavation and Cutting B north of 
the gateway. Two smaller cuttings, C and D, were put in the 
ditch north of the gateway. The gateway itself was left till 
next season. Previous to the work a plane table survey of the 
existing features of nearly the whole earthwork had been 
completed. 

In Cutting A four large postholes were found in rectangu- 
lar formation 6 to 8 feet apart which had held the upright 
timbering of the rampart. A chip of Early Iron Age pottery 
was found in one of them. In Cutting B two postholes were 
found about 6 feet apart, and part of a shallow trench leading 
towards the gateway which was sealed by a turf line. The 
ditch here was wide (about 22 feet), between 3ft. and 3ft. 6in. 
deep, and flat-bottomed, and Dr. E. C. Curwen suggested 
that not only was the layout of the camp unfinished but the 
ditches in the partially completed area had not been dug to 
their full depth. 

In the upper layer of the ditch appeared Roman pottery, 
including a Samian base stamped QUINTI M similar to one 
found at West Blatchington.* Lower down but above a layer 
of very hard chalk “ sludge ’’ as in Col. Lane Fox’s cutting 
came a fair quantity of Iron Age A.1. pottery very fragmentary 
but including the following: 

a. Iron Age A.1. flat rim. 

b. Sherd ornamented with finger impressions on the body of 
the pot. 

c. Round-shoulder situla ware. 

The pottery resembled that from Highdown‘ and seemed earlier 

than the earliest on the Caburn. In this level in Cutting C 

at the north end of the ditch near a hearth appeared the crushed 

skeleton of a baby under six months old. This had not been 

properly buried but lay in the pottery layer. 

Below the very hard chalk “ sludge”’ appeared animal 
jaws but no pottery. There were large quantities of flint 
flakes and potboilers, including hammer stones, but hardly 
any worked flints, in the filling of the ditch and rampart. 


CONCLUSIONS 

Ranscombe Camp was apparently an unfinished camp of 
the Iron Age A.1. culture. There was no suggestion in the 
pottery and small finds of any B influence. It had a rampart 
of a similar type to Hollingbury with a double line of large 
posts at 6-8 feet intervals holding up the rampart with a 
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berm in front. We also found signs of horizontal tie-beams. 
Its ditch was 22 feet broad in places and perhaps also un- 
finished. The camp was certainly built previous to any of 
the Caburn fortifications and seemed earlier than the A.2 
open village. 

There had been a Roman settlement inside the camp, 
later than the anti-Roman defences of the Caburn, which 
accounted for the Roman pottery found just inside the rampart 
and on top of the silted ditch. 


Arch. xlvi, 423-495. 
S.N.Q. v, 124. 

S.A.C. xc, 226. 

S.A.C, 1xxxi, 192, Fig. 3. 


- enw rf 


REPAIRS TO BEDHAM LANE IN 1826 


When a Parish road became out of repair an Indictment 
was found by the Grand Jury at the Assizes or Quarter Sessions 
against the Inhabitants of the Parish collectively (no names) 
and the Sheriff compelled two of them to appear and plead. 
If they pleaded Guilty, or were convicted, the Inhabitants 
(collectively) were fined; the fine originally went to the Crown 
but since Queen Anne’s reign was applied in doing the repairs. 
It could be levied by the Sheriff on any of the Inhabitants he 
could catch, leaving them to apply to Quarter Sessions for a 
rate to reimburse them, but later it was raised directly by a 
rate and still later in Sussex (and probably in other places) 
the hearing was adjourned to enable the Parish to do the 
repairs and on Certificate that they were done, the Inhabitants 
pleaded Guilty and were fined a nominal 1/-. 

There is amongst the Wisborough Green Vicarage 
Documents (S.N.Q. viii 122) detailed Accounts of the expenses 
of making up the road from Shurlands Corner to the parish 
boundary on the top of Bedham. The Parish was indicted at 
Quarter Sessions for non-repair of the road (now called 
Bedham Lane) from the Farm at Equal Green to Coldharbour 
Farm (757 yards); Horsebridge Hill to Stones Road at West 
Lands 490 yards and Westlands to Farrendon Coppice 600 
yards. On the 18th October 1825 the Sheriff was ordered to 
distrain the Inhabitants to appear; but there is a Certificate of 
two Justices dated 18th December 1826 that the road from 
Equal to Farringdon was then in repair. Amblehurst Hill is 
on the main road from Green Bridge south to Shurlands 
Corner where Bedham Lane leaves it; other places mentioned 
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are (in approximate miles south of Shurlands Corner) Lovel 
Gate (presumably the entrance to Lowfold) 4; Sandpits is in 
Lowfold; Malthouse is immediately north and the site of 
Equal immediately south of the crossing of the Shipbourne or 
Smiths Brook which is 1; Coldharbour 14; Horsebridge Hill 
leads down to the Bridge which is 13; Stones Road separates 
Stones on its north from Westland (which is 2 miles) on its 
south; Farringdon (about halfway up the hill to Bedham) 23. 
The parish boundary (3) is along the crest of the hill. Lidzgate 
is in Fittleworth and Brinksole in Petworth. John Naldrett 
occupied Westland. Brick Kiln is the common west of 
Horsebridge Hill. The Parish took the opportunity to 
repair other parts of the road (probably to stave off further 
indictments) and in places to alter its course. At Coldharbour 
the old road can be traced in the field on the west of the hill 
making a curve at the top and becoming the side road to 
Pallingham. From Glasshouse (near the foot of Horsebridge 
Hill) to opposite the entrance to Stones the old road remains 
as a hollow depression just west of the present road (pre- 
sumably diverted to a new bridge) and the old road to the top 
of Bedham would seem to have gone past “‘ Springs ” and the 
short steep curve which now joins it to the Fittleworth- 
Bedham road may have been made in 1826, so shortening the 
length of road which the Parish had to repair. 

It is thought that the Accounts may be interesting as 
throwing light on contemporary costs of labour and materials. 

G.D.J. 


Account of George Haines, Surveyor of Highways 1825: 
July 16 Paid Philip Hill for 51 days at 1/10 per 
day for rising Cold Harbour Hill 4-13-6 


Pd Philip Hill for making 484 Rod of 
road below Coldharbour at 4/6 per rod 10-183 


Pd Philip Hill for making 2 Rod of road 


at Sandpits at 3/- per rod 6-0 
Pd Danl Venn for making 7 Rod 3 Feet 
of road at 4/6 per rod 1-12-6 
Ditto for wheeling Earth for raising the 
road below John Naldrett 18-0 


Pd Wm Coles for carting 14 Loads of 
Stone below Coldharbour at 6/- pr Id. 4-4-0 


Ditto 16 Load at 6/- per load 4-16-0 
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23 Philip Hill for making 254 Rod of Road 


below Coldharbour at 4/6 per rod 5-14-9 
Ditto for making 6 Rod of ditto at Cold- 
harbour at 4/- per rod 1-4-0 


Pd Edward Carpenter for making 2 
Rod of Road opposite Lovel Gate at 4/- 


per rod 8-0 

15 Pd Philip Hill for making 22 Rod at 
Coldharbour at 4/- per rod 4-8-0 

Pd ditto for making 9 Rod 5 Feet of 
Road at Equal Hill at 4/- per rod 1-17-0 

23 Pd Wm Coles for carting 9 Load of 
Stone to Coldharbour at 6/- per load 2-14-0 

3 Pd Wm Coles for carting 334 Load of 
Stone to Sand Pit Hill at 7/- pr load 11-146 
Paid ditto for carting 24 Load at ditto 8-8-0 

18 Paid James Hunt for Carting 44 Load of 
Stone to Sandpit Hill at 7/- 15-8-0 
Pd ditto for 1 Load to Coldharbour 6-0 


28 Paid Francis Jarrett for carting 30 Load 
of Stone from Lidzgate Common to 


Coldharbour at 6/- per load 9-0-0 
Paid ditto for carting 25 Load to the 
Malthouse at 7/- per load 8-15-0 
29 Paid Wm Coles for carting 21 Load of 
Stone to the Sandpits at 7/- per load 7-7-0 
Paid ditto for carting 1 Load to Brick 
Kiln Hill 3-0 
30 Paid John Braby for making 4 Rod of 
Road at 4/6 per rod 18-0 
Paid ditto for making 23 Rod at 4/- 4-12-0 
5 Mr. Westbrook Bill for Bricks 9-4-6 


(Document XIIT. 14) 


The Parish of W* Green. D* to G. Tupper for 


For Carting 14 Load Stones from Brinksel 


Heath to Amblehurst Hill 9-0 
For Carting 5} Loads from Lizergate 

Com to Coldharbour Lane 9d. 1-7-6 
For 54 Do to Do 1-7-6 


Do 6 Load Do to Horsbridge 

Do 5 Loads to Amblehurst a 
Do Do 14 Load from Brinksel Heath to sad cee 
Amblehursthill 





a 
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(Document IIT. 18) 


The following money was paid to complete Road under 
Indictment in the Lower Division of the Parish since 2nd 
March 1826: 


Jas Hooker, Stone Carting 7-19-0 
Wm Coles, do 11-14-0 
John Naldrett, do 9-18-9 
Wm Coles, do 16-15-6 
His Grace the Dk Norfolk for Stones dug on 

Lisgate 10-0-0 
Wm Coles, Stone Carting 8-19-0 
Jas Carver, do 10-5-0 
Jas Hooker, do 17-146 
John Naldreld, do 19-12-6 
Mr. Evershed, do 34-16-6 
Mr. P. Champion, do 21-11-6 
Percy Tribe, Work, etc., Horsebridge 6-16-6 
Edd. Stenning, making Road 31-6-0 
Jas. Foster, do 16-5-0 
248 Rod of Road made digging stones for do at 

1/- pr Load 37-4-0 


SUSSEX ENTRIES IN LONDON PARISH REGISTERS 
Contributed by w. H. CHALLEN 


(Continued from xv. 116) 


ST. BOTOLPH, BISHOPSGATE: Marriages 1754-1837 (those 1558- 
1753 having been printed). 

1786 May 7. Edmund Quait of Storrington, Sussex, bachelor, 
and Sarah Baker of this parish, spinster, by licence. 

1795 Mch. 31. William Thomas Coleman of Rye, Sussex, 
bachelor, and Margaret Dickson of this parish, spinster, 
by licence. 

1812 Dec. 15. Joseph Randall (marks) of this parish, bache- 
lor, and Jemima Bennett (marks) of Petworth, Sussex, spin- 
ster, by licence. 

1816 Apl. 18. Francis Waymark of this parish, widower, 
and Lucy Russell of Lindfield, Sussex, spinster, by licence. 

1835 June 3. Stephen Martin of this parish, bachelor, and 
Ann Overy of Whatlington, Sussex, spinster, by licence, 
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ST. MARY WOOLNOTH AND ST. MARY WOOLCHURCH HAW: These 
parishes were united after the Great Fire. The marriages 
1538-1753 and 1558-1665 respectively have been printed, but 
these omit the following 1640 entry which is in the original 
register of St. Mary Woolnoth: 

1640 Nov. 16. Thomas Bilson of Berriton in the countie of 
Southampton and Edith Bettisworth, by lycence, which 
marriage is also recorded in Rogate register. (See ‘* Pro- 
ceedings” of Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological 
Society, vol. xix, page 263). 

UNITED PARISHES: Marriages 1754-1812. 


1759 Aug. 24. John Thomlinson of St. Mary Woolnoth, 
widower, and Mary Sergison of Cuckfield, Sussex, spinster, 
by licence. 

1769 Sep. 1. Thomas Fothergill of St. Mary Woolnoth, 
bachelor, and Ann Nelson of Billingshurst, Sussex, spinster, 
by licence. 

1801 Banns only: John Smith, bachelor, of Framfield, Sussex, 
and Elizabeth Ellman of St. Mary Woolnoth, minor, 
published 28 June, 5 and 12 July 1801. 

ST. MARY WOOLNOTH: Marriages 1813-1837 (separate register). 

1814 Feb. 17. Joseph Douglas Holden, Esq., of this parish, 
bachelor, and Mary Bethune of Brighthelmstone, Sussex, 
spinster, minor, by licence and consent of her father John 
Bethune (he signs as a witness). 

1825 June 2. Robert Philip Blake of Wilmington, Sussex, 
bachelor, and Anna Maria Bissett of this parish, spinster, 
by licence. (A witness: Sarah Anne Bissett). 

1831 Apr. 14. Thomas Mann of this parish, bachelor, and 
Eliza Baxter of Horsham, Sussex, spinster, by licence. 
(Witnesses: James Baxter, Eliza Baxter). 

ST. MARY WOOLCHURCH HAW: Marriages 1813-1837 (separate 
register). No specific Sussex reference. 

ST. CATHERINE CREE: Marriages 1663-1837. 

The church was pulled down in 1628 and rebuilt. The new 
church escaped the Great Fire. To this parish was united in 
1874 St. James, Duke’s Place, the marriage register of which, 
1668-1837, has been printed. 

1676 Nov. 29. Thomas Gratwick of Ham in Sussex, bachelor, 
and Amy Dawtry of DodinHurst in Essex, spinster. 

(He was son of Humphrey Gratwick of Ham in Angmering 


and she daughter of William Dawtrey of Moor place, Pet- 
worth). 
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1798 Apr. 18. Edward Cottington, bachelor, of this parish, 
and Jane Gillett, spinster, of Lewes in Sussex, by licence. 

ST. EDMUND LOMBARD STREET: Marriages 1813-1837. 

The register begins 1670 and has been printed to 1812. 
There is no specific Sussex reference in the marriages 1813-37. 

ST. GABRIEL FENCHURCH: Marriages 1572-1837 (gap 1666-76). 

The church was destroyed in the Great Fire and not re-built, 
the parish being united to St. Margaret Pattens, but 
separate registers continued except for 1684-1812. 

1599 May 21. William Turner, marchant, and Peersis 
Ramesdon of Sussex, by lycence. 

ST. MARGARET PATTENS: Marriages 1559-1837. 

The church was destroyed in the Great Fire and rebuilt 
1687. The parishes of the parties are rarely recorded until 
1658. In 1648 about 71 marriages are registered. 

1697 May 18. John Gillbert of Battle, Sussex, and Elizabeth 
Potts of St. Dunstan in the East, by lycence. 

1719 Apr. 16. Vere Munn of Bodyham in Surrey (sic), and 
Elizabeth Wilkin of Brightling in the same county, by Rev. 
Dr. Stanhop. 

(He became in 1713 vicar of Bodiam, Sx., and was 
baptised at St. Clement, Hastings, 3 Feb. 1677(-8), son of 
Capt. Thomas Mun and Frances, and was buried 4 Sept. 
1736 at Bodiam. The “ Gentleman’s Magazine’”’ has his 
date of death wrongly as 16 Sept. instead of 31 Aug. 1736. 
His wife died 27 Sept. 1758 age 78 and was buried 4 Oct. 
1758 at Bodiam. She was baptised 14 Nov. 1679 at Heath- 
field of which parish her father, William Wilkin, was 44 years 
vicar. He married at Warbleton, 16 May 1665 Elizabeth 
Plumer, and they were buried at Heathfield 4 Sept. 1699 and 
22 Oct. 1704 respectively. 

ST. PETER AD VINCULA: Marriages 1586-1837. 

Prior to 1754 the parishes of the parties are only recorded 
for four marriages. The marriages are numerous before 
1623. There are gaps 1632, 1634, 1638-9, 1643, 1645-49, 
and 1651-1659. 

1635 Dec. 22. Henry Pellham and Judith Withers. 

(Included as Pelham is a Sussex surname). 

1755 June 19. Richard Cathery of Stoughton, Sussex, 
widower, and Sarah Arnold of the parish or Chapelry 
of St. Peter within the Tower of London, spinster, a minor, 
by licence and consent of parents. (Witnesses: William 
Arnold, Ann Cathery, widow). 
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1797 Nov. 18. George Bayton of West Dean, Sussex, bache- 
lor, and Elizabeth Cawte (marks) of the Royal and Free 
Chapel of St. Peter in ye Tower, spinster, by licence. 

(Geo. Bayton was a churchwarden of West Dean in W. Sx.). 

1835 June 18. Francis Giles of this parish, widower, and 
Martha Wheatly of Midhurst, Sussex, spinster, by licence. 


ST. ETHELBURGA: Marriages 1679-1837. 


The register was printed in 1916 by the press of the church 
but merely with the years and names. It is stated on page 112 
that the Marriage register 1755-1791 is missing but this is not 
so, the book having been mistaken for a banns book. Prior 
to 1755 the original register gives the parishes of the parties 
onlv in isolated cases. 
1782 Apr. 10. Thomas Taylor of Watling, Sussex, bachelor, 
and Mary Ann Charles of this parish, spinster, by licence. 
(Wartling register has the baptism 25 May 1784 of Mary 
Anne, daughter of Thomas and Mary Ann Taylor). 
1796 Aug. 10. Henry Johnson of this parish, and Elizabeth 
Tempest (signs Eliz. Johnson) of Mayfield, Sussex, spinster 
and a minor, by licence. (Sam. Tompsett, a witness). 


HOLY TRINITY, MINORIES : 


The specific marriage entries, 1579-1837, were published in 
volume iv, pages 163-165. Some years later discovery was 
made of three partly mutilated and coverless paper register 
books, covering approximately 1644-1649, 1658-1659, and 
1660-1663 which contain much fuller details of the parties 
than given in the main parchment register. From these books 
the following four marriages are extracted: 

1646 Nov. 26. Sir Thomas Peryent and Madam Mary Ernle. 

(Though the bride has not been identified with the Sussex 
family, this entry is included by reason of the Perient reference 
in S.A.C. lxx, 136). 

1659 July 14. Joseph Mitton, poot founder and Mary 
Harding, widow, both of Warbelton in Essex (sic). 

(Included as at Warbleton, Sussex, 22 Apr. 1667, a Mary, 
wife of Joseph Mittons was buried. The register of St. 
Thomas Southwark records the marriage 2 Feb. 1687 of 
Joseph Mitton and Elenor Salaway). 

1660 Nov. 17. John Cull, weaver of Meadhurst in Sussex, 
and Margaret Hancocke, widow of Stepney. 

(Midhurst, Sx. register has the marriage 13 March 1657 
of John Cull of Midhurst and Elizabeth Combes). 


aj 
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1662 Feb. 21. Christopher Redworth, batchelor and chap- 
man, and Ann Langford, widow, both of Breadhamson in 


Sussex, (sic.—a variant of Brighthelmstone (Brighton), 
vide $.N.Q., x, 108). 


The following three entries in the earliest register book of 
Holy Trinity Minories are added as they relate to the Pelham 
family of Laughton, Sx.: 

1567 May 26 bapt. Willm. Pellam the sonne of the Right 
Worshippfull Mr. Willm. Pellam, Lewtenannt of the Queenes 
Maies. Ordinance. 

1580 Oct. 13 burd. Sir John Pellam, Kt., by torchlight betweene 
the howres of 5 and 6 in the morninge. 

1584 Jan. 20 burd. Mr. Ollyver Pellam the sonne of Sir John 
Pellam, knyght deceased. 


QUERIES 


BIGNOR VILLA. There are four matters arising from 

the recent excavation at Bignor Villa [see Account of Autumn 
Meeting post p. 177] which allow for a considerable amount 
of speculation and might result in interesting deductions. 
1. Some of the farm buildings fairly close to the main Villa 
have so far been assumed to have housed cows, sheep and 
possibly other domestic animals. I believe that a large and 
richly equipped Villa of the type at Bignor is not likely to 
have had, so near to it, the number of cows and sheep that 
the size of the stables would indicate were housed and such 
cows or sheep could be kept further away from the Villa, 
looked after in one of the outlying farms. The theory that 
is here put forward is that in fact the farm buildings concerned 
may have been stables for horses and these horses may have 
been used for chariot racing on Stane Street as indicated 
below. 


2. Some doubt has been expressed as to whether there was an 
inter-connecting road from Stane Street to Bignor Villa. If 
the lane on the side of the hill, which can still be used even 
by motor cars, was the connecting lane (as I believe it was) 
then this would be an ideal way of bringing horses from the 
finishing post of a chariot race to the stables (slowly downhill 
allowing the horses to cool down). 
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3. During recent excavations at Bignor Villa, the source of 
the water at the Villa was not found. The opinion has been 
expressed that water must have been brought by pipes from 
some distance. I believe that there was probably a well quite 
close to the Villa and probably one day this may be found as 
in a somewhat similar location elsewhere in Sussex (on a point 
higher than immediate surroundings) wells do exist. It is 
unlikely that if such a well were not available in the immediate 
neighbourhood that stables for cows, sheep or even horses 
would have been put in that position. 


4. The theory that the chariot racing took place finishing 
somewhere on the top of Bignor Hill would explain the 
peculiar earth works which are still visible on the broad part 
of the road on top. These earth works, which appear to be 
quite useless for any defence purpose, would make an ideal 
grandstand for something like a race, whether it is a chariot 
race, a horse race or a foot race. It should be noted that in 
spite of the considerable Roman occupation in the area, no 
facilities for a reasonable size of “‘ circus’ are known. There- 
fore, the theory of a racecourse might be even more justified. 


P. ADORIAN 


RYE CHURCH. Has any member come on any old 
picture of Rye Church before 1760 showing clock or Jacks? 
Pictures so far found never show the north side of the tower. 
Is there any reference before 1760 to clock or Jacks? 


A. W. FAYLE. 


LOST OR STRAYED. When Mark Antony Lower left 
St. Anne’s House ( on the site of the present “* St. Wilfred’s ’’), 
Lewes, in 1867 his library and certain other effects were sold 
by auction. In the catalogue of the sale the first item is 
“Ivory Pectoral Crucifix, found at Lewes Priory, and attri- 
buted by Mr. Blaauw to Lanzo, first prior of Lewes.” This 
is figured in Lower’s “‘ Worthies of Sussex,” p. 337. Item 4 
was “Brass plate, arms of John Rowe, Esq.,” mentioned 
by Lower as having been in the house probably since Rowe 
lived there in the reign of James I (op. cit. 316). Item 5 was 
“* Antique helmet of one of the Chaloner family from Lind- 
field.” This had been rescued by Mr. Lower from a rubbish 
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heap in the parish, having been removed from the church by 
a parish clerk (S.A.C. xix, 37 n.). Item 12 was “ Plaster 
statuette—John 6th Earl of Warenne.” Of this I know 
nothing. Where are these objects now ? 


In 1849 there was at Michelham Priory a pair of andirons 
terminating in heads with Tudor caps (illustrated S.A.C. ii, 
180). When Mr. Gwynne bought the Priory in 1897 the 
farmer, Mr. Brown, took these away (? to Eastbourne). 
Can anyone say where they are now ? L.F.S. 


NOTES 


GIBBONS BRIDGES. These bridges carry a road 
marked in 1795! onwards but it is a Bridle-way only and in 
parts a mere track. In 1876-80 the Parish (Rudgwick) refused 
to undertake the repairs apparently because it was not thirty 
feet wide throughout its length and the landowners had failed 
to agree on a scheme for its widening.” 


__ The Arun here flows in two branches with a fairly large 
island between; the left stream works Gibbons Mill, the right 
stream takes the surplus water escaping over the weir. 


The Navigation Plan of 1810* marks a bridge over the 
weir stream but only a ford for carts over the mill stream. 
The 1813 Ordnance Map shows the lane from the Hale Farm on 
the right making a curve to the south after crossing the weir 
stream and this line can still be traced by a shallow depression or 
sunken road and a line of trees which reaches the bank of the 
mill stream. Here it is crossed by the ford some two hundred 
yards below the (present) bridge and is shown in 1813 as 
turning upstream to the mill along the left bank. 
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During repairs in the very dry summer of 1959 water was 
pumped out of the weir stream and this disclosed an old ford 
and also rough wooden beams embedded in the river banks 
which may indicate a wooden bridge (probably a foot-bridge) 
which formerly stood by this ford. 


The bridge over the weir stream appears from its appear- 
ance to have been rebuilt about 1811 and at the same time 
John Churchman, the owner of the Mill Estate, built a bridge 
over the mill stream nearer the mill and higher up the river 
than the ford.2. In 1878 his son (another John Churchman) 
paid a builder (George Port) £7-15-0 for repairs (which were 
finished by December 1879) viz.: to take down the wingwall 
as far as the crack and cutting the same four ft and dig down to 
a Good sound Foundation and rebuild a Brick Pier at and like 
the old one 14 in brick work in Morter to servesse of Rode and 
9 in Brickwork laid in cement to width of Parapet Wall.* 


Each bridge carries a road eleven feet wide by a fairly 
tall rounded arch with a rim of alternate whole and two half 
bricks and solid brick parapets. 


In 1935 the County Council.repaired the bridge over the 
weir stream at a cost of £68,4 but the parapets (then broken) 
were later removed as a war-precaution in 1939 and remained 
down (with temporary wooden fencing) until 1959 when the 
County Council undertook considerable repairs (which dis- 
closed earlier repairs and an old-fashioned workman’s chisel). 
The lower part of the upside of the bridge over the mill stream 
had been rendered in cement, leaving exposed, however, the 
old narrow date-stone (about the size of a brick) over the 
crown of the arch on the upside which bears in slanting script 
the inscription JC /8//. By 1959 most of the cement 
had flaked away and the owner of the Mill Farm (Mr. Paul 
Adorian) had most of the rest removed and the cracks filled 
with cement and the brickwork re-pointed. This brought to 
light a similar date-stone in a similar position on the downside 
of the arch. 

PAUL ADORIAN. G. D. JOHNSTON. 


1 Yeakell and Gardner’s Map. 
2 Papers and information from the late Henry Churchman. 


3 Chichester R.O. Deposited Plan for navigation from Newbridge to 
Horsham. 


4 West Sussex Gazette I.viii.35. 
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ROBERT SULLY, Vicar of Harting. He died 24 Nov. 
and was buried 27 Nov. 1730 at Harting where there is a stone 
in the floor of the chancel to him as age 56, his first wife, 
and his brother John Sully. 


His first marriage is recorded in the Fleet Register (Book 
13 f. 52) 28 May 1717 to Mary Palmer, widow, of Harting, 
by whom he had a daughter Mary Sully, baptised 1 Jan. 1718-9 
and buried 3 Feb. 1719-20 at Harting. She was daughter 
of Henry Ashworth (1647-1698 Chiddingfold, Surrey), and 
married 4 Dec. 1701 at Chiddingfold Robert Palmer of Liss 
(where buried 24 Dec. 1713) by whom she also had issue. She 
was baptised 14 Feb. 1677(-8) at Chiddingfold and buried 15 
Jan. 1718-9 at Harting. 


Robert Sully married secondly at St. Bartholomew the 
Great, London, 13 Dec. 1721 (age 40 in Faculty licence of the 
same date), Margaret Downes of St. Mary Aldermanbury, 
London, spinster (age 30), who re-married in 1732 at St. 
George Southwark David Thomas. Her P.C.C. will dated 
22 April 1749 as of St. Mary Overys Southwark, proved 15 
and 19 July 1751, made Ann Pilford, spinster, her sole bene- 
ficiary and executrix, and directed her to take care that she 
shall be decently buried and carried to South Harting near her 
former husband Robert Sully. There is, however, no burial 
entry for her at Harting. 


Robert Sully’s will, dated 19 Sep. 1730, was proved 11 
Dec. 1730 at Chichester, and made his wife Margaret sole 
beneficiary. He may be the Robert Sully baptised at Crow- 
combe, Som. 10 July 1677, son of Robert and Susanna Sully. 

W. H. CHALLEN. 


THE OLD PALACE, WEST TARRING. On April 
15th 1959, the Mayor of Worthing, Alderman H. D. Steele, 
J.P., walked in through the south side solar doorway, which 
had been closed for over a century, to perform the re-opening 
ceremony after the restoration and to unveil a commemoration 
plaque in the Old Palace. 


Built in the 13th century, it was extended by a central 
hall in the 14th, which was widened in the 15th when well- 
moulded doorways were inserted in the west end, also large 
single mullion and transom windows with cinquefoil heads 
which still remain throughout. 
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In 1872 the building was conveyed on trust by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners for use as a national school. 
Under the Education Act 1944 the building became vested 
in the Diocesan Board of Finance for disposal. 

In April 1958 when the Parochial Church Council saw the 
need of restoration it had the shock of having to purchase the 
building which is used as the Parish Hall, but did not hesitate 
to raise the money to ensure its preservation. 

With the help of generous grants from the Historic 
Buildings Council for England, the Pilgrim Trust and members 
of the Sussex and Worthing Archaeological Societies, the 
inhabitants of West Tarring have paid the heavy cost, in spite 
of it coinciding with that for a new organ and the unexpected 
urgency of re-roofing the Church. 

The 15th-century cottages in the High Street belong to 
the Sussex Archaeological Trust and members will recollect 
a pleasant afternoon spent in this “‘ oasis” of Tarring two 
years ago. 


ETHEL GERARD. 


BUTTLESWELL AND BUTTESWORTH, LOST 
NAMES IN ROGATE. In the P.N.Sx. i, 39, is given under 
Rogate parish, the lost name Buttleswell, derived from the 
** Wielle ” or stream of Byttel (a personal name). There are 
only two streams of any consequence in the parish: the Rother 
and the Hammer stream. The latter rises in the north of the 
parish and joins the Rother downstream in the parish of 
Chithurst. The old name of the Rother is the Schire, and 
the stream of Byddel is therefore likely to have been the 
Hammer Stream. Confirmation of this comes from the court 
rolls of the manor of Rogate Bohun, now in the Archives 
Office at Chichester. The bounds of the manor include Bettels- 
well House south of Dean Farm and east of Langley, close to 
Miiland Church. This means that the site of the house must 
have been close to the Hammer stream and that the Hammer 
stream was earlier the stream of Byddel. 

Close to Buttleswell was Buttesworth. The first part of 
this place-name is derived from the personal name Bytti, of 
which the personal name Byttel is itself a derivative. Extra- 
ordinary although it may seem, a Sir Peter Bettisworth was in 
possession of the farm Combelands, just to the north of the 
Hammer stream, in the 17th century (B.M. Add. Ms. 28, 
529). Itis most probable therefore that the site of Buttesworth 
was on the border of Rogate and Trotton, perhaps near to 


—_—-— 
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the present Canhouse Farm. The earliest reference to 
Buttesworth is dated 1278 but the “‘ worth ” element indicates 
a much greater age. The course of the Hammer stream is 
here entirely within the outcrop of the Weald clay and the 
original enclosure must have been made by Bytti, well within 
the confines of the Wealden Forest, before the Norman 
Conquest. E. M. YATES. 


BURPHAM EARTHWORK. In reference io the 
account of the Local Meeting at Burpham [Ante p. 139] 
I always remember our late chairman of Council, Dr. Eliot 
Curwen’s opinion that this earthwork was of Saxon origin. 
Dr. Curwen’s view seems to be supported by the inclusion of 
Burpham, with Hastings and Lewes, in the Burghal Hidage, 
from which we should, I think, conclude that since the fortified 
site was never occupied, it was abandoned in favour of Arundel. 
In any case the similarity of Burpham to Lewes is very remark- 
able. The western gate to the latter has been much obscured 
in the Middle Ages, but its high bank can still be traced north- 
wards clothed with the later wall over which Pipe’s Passage 
runs and southwards, down Keere Street and deflected south- 
eastwards across the garden south of Bull Lane. 

W. H. GODFREY. 


A GOVERNMENT ENQUIRY IN 1829. The reports 
of the Royal Commissions and Parliamentary Committees of 
the nineteenth century are sg valuable to historians and 
archivists that it is difficult to imagine the feelings of those 
who provided the raw material for these reports. Almost 
every report seems to have required circulars to all the clerks 
of the peace in the country requesting detailed information. 
Frequently the clerk of the peace had then to obtain it from 
the parishes, since centralisation had not swept away most of 
the powers of the parish. Fortunately for West Sussex several 
opinions on the quantity of these enquiries have survived in 
a bundle of original returns amongst the Quarter Sessions 
records at the West Sussex Record Office (QCR 1/11/W1). 

In 1829 the Secretary of State called for a return of all 
places of worship other than those of the Church of England. 
The clerk of the peace for Sussex duly posted printed circulars 
to the churchwardens and overseers of every parish in Sussex 
asking for the name of every chapel and the approximate size 
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of the congregation. It is because he carefully preserved the 
original returns after sending an abstract to London that we 
have a record of the thoughts of some of the churchwardens 
and overseers. 

There were the usual difficulties about obtaining the 
returns. One at least came back too soon as it had been 
addressed to the wrong post town (38). The overseer of 
Elsted needed a reminder before sending his return together 
with the following note: 

Sir, I beg to say this is the only printed form I have 
received which I mislaid otherwise I certainly should 
not have omitted returning it sooner. (54). 

Others confused the purpose of the enquiry and made a 
return of the congregation of the parish church, while some 
claimed to know nothing of the size of the nonconformist 
congregations. The churchwarden of Bosham chose the 
opportunity to make an attack on his vicar, Rev. William 
Kilwick. There were about thirty Independent Calvinists in 
the parish, he wrote, but their chapel was “‘ now Crouded to 
an Excess in consequence of the Parochial Church being so 
very Badly serv’d with an insufficient vicar which has caus’d 
the Parishioners to desert it, and to Memorialize the Bishop 
of the Diocese . . . at present to no effect.” (18). 

The chief difficulty, however, was the postage. Until 1840 
this was paid by the recipient and a letter from the clerk of the 
peace at Lewes to most parishes in West Sussex cost seven- 
pence or eightpence. For the smaller parishes the postage on 
such enquiries could form quite a large charge on the rates. 
The churchwarden and overseer of Edburton must have 
thought so for their polite reqtest at the foot of their return 
was: 

Please to send the next government request free of 
Postage. (52). 

George Leggatt, overseer of Westhampnett, took a 
firmer line: 

If the Postage of these Government letters is not 

paid in future we shall neglect to make the desired 

return. Free Trade has empty’d our pockets. (151). 

But his protest did nothing to stop the flood of enquiries. 
C. E. WELCH. 


NOTE. 


The Enquiry to Wisborough Green is dated the 29th June 1829 and 


was ignored, A reminder sent on the 14th July 1829 eventually produced 
a return.—G.D.J, 
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THE WAGNERS OF BRIGHTON AND THEIR CON- 
NECTIONS (S.A.C., xcvii, 35-57). Mr. F. H. W. Sheppard, 
General Editor of the Survey of London, has kindly sent me 
notes from the St. James’s parish rate books which correct my 
account of the Wagners’ residence in Pall Mall. Melchior 
Wagner first appears there at a date between 1717 and 1719 
in a house on the south side, further east than No. 93, and 
he was still there in 1735. By 1738 he had moved to No. 93, 
where he appears till 1761 when George Wagner supersedes 
him. In 1776 Melchior Wagner takes the place of George and 
from 1789 is described as Melchior Henry. Though, as we 
know, he died in 1811 he appears in the rate books down to 
1820. In 1820-1 No. 93 was re-numbered as No. 89, so that 
there was no removal to a new address. The firm remained at 
No. 89 at least to 1836, but by 1839 the Globe Insurance 
Company were in occupation. ANTHONY R. WAGNER. 


STANBRIDGE FARM, SLAUGHAM. This is a large 
four-bay medieval house with a modern transverse wing at 
the east end. A well-cut moulded beam suggests a mid- 
fifteenth century date and to this period belong the two bays 
of the open hall and the solar bay at the west end. The 
service bay east of the hall is apparently of slightly later date 
but still medieval and is probably a reconstruction, due 
perhaps to damage by fire. 

A single doorway led from the hall into the service bay and 
traces of this may be seen at the north end of the moulded 
beam where the groove which originally retained the edge of 
the medieval panelling terminates about 3 feet from the 
outside wall. The panelling has been removed. This door- 
way led to the foot of a staircase which ascended to the 
chamber above the service compartments as can be seen from 
the trimming of the ceiling joists above and also into the 
two service apartments. The central partition which separated 
these rooms has been removed, but the mortices which held 
it in place can still be seen. 

Another doorway, which remains intact to the left of the 
modern staircase, led from the hall into the under-solar 
chamber. The joists of the solar floor are late 17th century 
and have replaced medieval ones. 

The small “‘ gallery ’’ at the head of the stairs is a recent 
feature achieved by removing part of the solar-hall partition. 
In medieval times the solar would have been quite shut off 
from the-hall. 
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There is an excellent kingpost with moulded cap and base 
and most of the original |S5th-century rafters still remain. 
The large central chimney is probably Jacobean and the 
one attached to the extreme west end late 17th century. 
When the hall was floored over (early 17th century?) 
a staircase would certainly have been provided within it. 
No doubt it was located somewhere near the present one. 
Both chimneys have been rebuilt above roof level in 
modern times. The roof is now tiled, but to judge from the 


angle of slope, would probably have originally been Horsham- 
slated. 


Circa 1450. House first built comprising large open hall with 
kingpost truss and with two-storied bays at 
both ends. (If, as reputed, it is mentioned in 
the Subsidy Rolls of 1297, then clearly the 
farmstead is an ancient one). 


Circa 1500. The east (service) bay rebuilt for some unknown 
reason. 


Circa 1600. The open hall floored over to form bedrooms 
and the large central chimney built. Lean-to 
addition made to north side of service bay. 


Circa 1670. The solar floor reconstructed and an additional 
chimney built at the extreme west end. South 
wall rebuilt up to first floor level in brickwork. 
Lean-to addition made to north side of solar 
bay. 


R. T. MASON. 


NEW COOMBE FARM, SHARPTHORNE. The main 
framework of this house would appear to be medieval— 
perhaps 15th century. It has been re-roofed twice, once in the 
17th century and again in modern times. 

The ceiling joists in the north parlour are original work as 
also are most of the wallpo-cts in the main part of the house. 

The west wing and the south and west chimneys were 
built about 1600. The east chimney is modern. 

There are signs that the south end of the main building 
is a later addition to the original house as two main posts 
stand side by side on the landing where the two portions join. 
There would be only one if it were all the same date. 


R, T. MASON, 
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SUSSEX BARROWS (S.N.Q. XV, 126-7). Two more 
barrows discovered by Mrs. E. W. Holden may be added to 
this list. They are on Sutton Common, in the parish of the 
same name, not far away from No. 4 on 6in. O.S. map 35 
S.E. The boundaries of three parishes meet near the barrows 
—a not uncommon occurrence. There may be other barrows 
in this area waiting to be found, but the bracken and trees 
covering the subsoil of Lower Greensand are good camouflage. 
A mutilated earthwork about 100yds. west of No. 6 resembles 
vaguely a barrow from which most of the centre has been 
removed, but it is too indefinite to be recorded as a tumulus. 





Inches | Inches 


6in. from from Diam. | Height 
O38. left bottom in in Other details 
Map | No. | inner inner | Parish | Type paces feet 


margin | margin 
35 SE 5: 16.6 10.8 Sutton | Bowl 18 4 Tree covered. A 
boundary bank 
runs over the 
top of the bar- 
row. 
35 SE 6 16.3 10.7 yi - 20 4 Tree covered. 






































E. W. HOLDEN. 


SUSSEX ARTICLES IN OTHER PUBLICATIONS 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PREHISTORIC SOCIETY, 1958 
A Late Bronze Age urnfield on Steyning Round Hill, by 
G. P. Burstow. 


ENGLISH HISTORICAL REVIEW, Vol. 69, No. 271 
Osbert, Dean of Lewes, by V. H. Galbraith. 
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HISTORY (New Series) Vol. 38, No. 134 
The Pagham Estates of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
during the fifteenth century, by F. H. du Boulay. 


ANTIQUARIES JOURNAL, Vol. xxxviii, Nos. 3 and 4, p. 247 
Carved beam at Westbourne Church, Sussex: a problem 
of identification, by F. W. Steer. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL JOURNAL, Vol. 110 
The Chichester reliefs, by G. Zarnecki. 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL NEWS LETTER, Vol. 6 


No. 4, Excavations at Muntham Court, Sussex by 
G. P. Burstow and G. A. Holleyman. 


No. 5, Sussex clay pipes, by D. R. Atkinson. 
COAT OF ARMS 


Vol. 2, No. 13, Heraldry in Country Houses: Wiston. 
by C. R. Humphrey-Smith. 


Vol. 4, No. 27, Heringod of Icklesham, Sussex, by 
G. Abbot. 


GENEALOGIST’S MAGAZINE, Vo. 11, No. 16 


The Passhele or Passelew family of Sussex, by G. A. 
Moriarty. 


NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL REGISTER, 
Vol. 112, No. 448 


Heraldic Glass in Stopham Church, by F. W. Steer. 


GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL 

Vol. 119, Old Shorelines near Camber Castle, by H. Love- 
grove. 

Vol. 121, pt. 1, The Harbour entrances of Poole, Christ- 
church and Pagham, by A. H. W. Robertson. 


JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF MASTER GLASS PAINTERS, 
Vol. 11, No. 4 


Heraldic Glass in the Percy Chapel at Petworth, by 
F. W. Steer. 


Vol. 12, No. 21 


Some notes on the Glass Industry in England, by 
G. H. Kenyon. 


BRITISH NUMISMATIC JOURNAL 


Vol. 27, pt. 2. Two numismatic journeys to Scandinavia: 
new moneyers for the types in the Sussex and Guildford Mints, 
by H. H. King. 

Vol. 28. The coins of the Sussex Mints 

pt. 1, Bramber, Chichester, Pevensey and Rye 


— 
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pt. 2, Steyning and Hastings 

pt. 3, Lewes 

by H. H. King 
HAMPSHIRE FIELD CLUB AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Vol. xix. 

Part 1, p. 12. Wolmer Forest and a new Roman road 
north of Milland, by G. R. Rolston. 

Part 1, p. 13, and Part 3, p. 253. Thomas Bilson, his 
family and their Hampshire and Sussex connections, by 
W. H. Challen. 

CONNOISSEUR, October, 1958 
Furniture at Firle Place, by F. J. B. Watson. 


SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


AUTUMN GENERAL MEETING 

The Autumn Meeting took place on Saturday, 7th Novem- 
ber 1959 at the Brighton Technical College and was attended 
by some 230 members and guests. Mr. S. S. Frere gave an 
interesting account of the limited re-excavation of certain 
parts of the famous Roman villa at Bignor, which is intended 
to throw light on the dating and development of the building. 
It is now clear that there was an earlier timber building which 
seems to have been severely burnt, followed by rebuilding and 
alterations in at least the second, third and fourth centuries 
A.D., but further work has yet to be done. 

1.D.M. 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

7th October 1959. Present: I. D. Margary in the chair 
and sixteen others. Thirty-four new members were elected 
against three deaths and five resignations. Mr. Salzman was 
thanked for the gift to the Museum of a show case in the 
memory of Miss Gardner. Mr. T. R. Davidson (who is 
selling Hickstead Place) had handed the Stapley cradle to the 
Society on long loan. The portion of the Stane Street in 
North Wood, Slindon (damaged by contractors) had been 
made good. 


5th December 1959. Present: I. D. Margary in the chair 
and twenty-two others. Seventeen new members were 
elected and one death reported. Four Brussels tapestries had 
been transferred to Michelham Priory to be hung in the 
Prior’s Chamber and Colonel Sutton’s gift of a 17th-century 
oak table for Michelham Priory was gratefully accepted. The 
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Society agreed to purchase the Laughton Treasure Trove (a 
hoard of 17th-century coins) valued by the British Museum at 
£500, and it was hoped that the Victoria and Albert Museum 
would make a grant and Mr. Margary promised to guarantee 
the remainder. The proposed road across South Fields 
(Chichester) was to be opposed at the Public Enquiry. The 
sealing of the conveyance to the Trust of Michelham Priory 
was authorised and E. R. Burder was nominated as one of the 
trustees of ““ The John Fletcher Boughey Memorial Fund” 
to provide for its maintenance. 


3rd February 1960. Present: 1. D. Margary in the chair 
and seventeen others. Seventeen new members were elected 
and there were three deaths and eight resignations. The names 
of eighteen persons who had paid no subscriptions for the last 
three years were removed from the list of members. The pro- 
vision of electric lighting and power points and the purchase 
of an electric heater for the upper room of the Muniment 
Room was approved. 

There were appointed to represent the Trust (on the 
Tarring Cottages Committee) Mr. N. E. S. Norris and Mr. 
Ludlow, the latter in place of the late Miss Gerard; (on the 
Preston Manor Committee) Dr. A. E. Wilson and Mr. F. 
Bentham Stevens; and (on the Marlipins Committee) Mr. 
Norris and Mr. E. W. Holden, the latter in place of Mr. 
Handford resigned. The shoring with timber of two late 
14th century arches at Wilmington Priory was authorized. 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


This was held on Wednesday, 18th March, 1960, at the 
Town Hall, Lewes. The outgoing President (the Venerable 
Lancelot Mason) took the Chair but vacated it in favour of his 
successor, Mr. F. Bentham Stevens, F.s.A., on his election. 
The retiring Officers and Members of the Council were re- 
elected and (in order to prepare the way for seven-year cove- 
nants if it be decided to adopt them) Rule 3 was altered by 
adding thereto :— 

(f) Any sum paid by an Ordinary or Associate Member 
under a covenant shall be accepted in satisfaction pro tanto 
of his or her subscription for the year in which the payment is 
made. 

In the afternoon Dr. A. E. Wilson, F.S.A., gave a very 
interesting lecture on ‘* Anglo-Saxon Jewellery in Sussex.” 


~~ 














~~ 
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RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


At its two meetings in September 1959 and January 1960 
the Committee received reports on excavations. 

RANSCOMBE CAMP, near Lewes. Excavations on behalf 
of the Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society, under the 
direction of Mr. G. P. Burstow and Mr. G. Holleyman, showed 
that its rampart and ditch date to Early Iron Age A.1 times and 
thus antedate the nearby Caburn Camp. 

CHICHESTER. Further excavations into the defences 
under the direction of Mr. John Holmes added considerably 
to the knowledge of the Roman and Medieval ditches, to 
the relationship of the earth bank to the wall, confirmed the 
method of adding the bastions, examined in Market Avenue 
the previous year and uncovered in the Theological College 
grounds a well and part of the walls of an early Roman house 
destroyed when the defences were made about A.D. 200. 

BODIAM. Col. Lemmon reported the finding of Roman 
pottery and tiles, including one with the CL.BR stamp from 
a trial cutting in a hopfield south of Bodiam Railway Station. 
Further work will be undertaken when the ground dries up. 

BARKHOLE CAMP (near Arundel). Miss Keefe stated that 
Dr. Seton Williams had continued her work there and exposed 
some of the “interrupted ”’ ditches of this causeway camp 
with finds of Neolithic pottery. 

PATCHWAY FIELD, STANMER PARK. Mr. Gorton’s excava- 
tion found mediaeval pottery but no structural features. 

CHANCTONBURY. Dr. and Mrs. Densham opened the 
barrow from which the surface find of the Early Middle Bronze 
Age axe had come and exposed a crouched burial of a young 
woman but no other finds. 

HIGH ROCKS CAMP, TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Mr. J. H. Money, 
continuing his excavations, had found within the camp a 
hut site dating to the earlier period of the fortifications. 

MAUDLIN PARK, BRAMBER. Tractors clearing away topsoil 
before building operations had revealed a mediaeval burial 
ground. Mr. Lewis, of Worthing Museum, kept in touch 
with the work and reported the finding of 30 skeletons and 
much mediaeval pottery. This site seems to be the burial 
ground of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalene, Bidlington, 
which stood on the site of Maudlin House. The first known 
reference to the hospital dates to A.D. 1220. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS. Mr. Lewis reported numerous 
finds in the Worthing area during building and drainage 
operations, including quite a wide range of Roman and 
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Medieval pottery and Roman coins of Domitian and Galerius 
Maximus. 

Col. Lemmon reported the finding at Burwash of the 
foundations of a building, probably a barrack of Napoleonic 
period. 

CISSBURY RING. Mr. Lewis reported that Worthing 
Corporation had received payment for a War Damage Claim 
for restoration work at and around the camp. He asked for 
advice on the method of dealing with scrub without destroying 
archaeological evidence. The Research Committee. after a 
good discussion, referred the matter to the Council. It might 
be appropriate to add that Dr. Wilson, representing the Society. 
and Mr. Lewis and a representative of the National Trust. 
attended a meeting called by the Town Clerk of Worthing at 
which the Borough Surveyor outlined a most satisfactory plan 
to present to the next meeting of the Borough Council. 


A.E.W. 


REVIEW 
THE PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. (THE 
FAITH PRESS LTD. 42s.) 

This report by a committee appointed by the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches to investigate the number 
and condition of Parochial Church Libraries in England makes 
depressing reading. Of the fairly large number of such 
libraries once existing, many have been dissipated, their 
contents lost, sold (with or without authority) or simply 
thrown away. 

Of those formerly in Sussex, only that at Heathfield is 
recorded in the report as still existing. This old library of 
about 230 volumes, and dating from 1740, is still kept in the 
vicarage in the original cupboard given by the donor for its 
preservation. A catalogue of the contents is affixed to the 
doors of the cupboard. 

Of other libraries once existing, the remains of one at 
Lewes were sold in 1823, and the library at Amberley, of which 
some particulars were given in S.A.C. Vol. 17 (1865), p. 236, 
has disappeared since that date except for one book. It 
would be interesting to know, however, whether readers know 
of any other collections of printed books which exist or once 
existed in connection with their parish church. 

This report is beautifully prepared and illustrated. The 
high price and the fact that it is a limited edition may mean 
that it will for many be accessible only through the public 
library service. J. H. LODGE. 
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Friends of Lewes Society 


If you are fond of Lewes you are urged to join this Society, whose objects are 
to arouse a lively and practical interest in the town and its setting, and to help 
preserve in its architecture and character all that is best from the past, to defend 
the beauty of the town and its surroundings and to ensure that its future develop- 
ment shall be worthy of its civic tradition and history. 


Annual Subscription 5/-. Applications should be made to the Hon. Secretary, 
Miss BARBARA CROOK, West House, SOUTHOVER, or to the Hon. Treasurer, 
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James Waters and Son Ltd. 


Specialists for 95 years in Country House Building, Period Restoration 
Work and Model Farm Building 


Forest Row, Sussex 
Phone: No. 474 (2 lines) 











Sussex Archeological Society 


Members are reminded that the Castle, Barbican House, Anne of Cleves 
House and Bull House, all in Lewes, are open to Members and well deserve 
repeated visits. Anne of Cleves House is vested in the Sussex Archaeological 
Trust. So are Wilmington Priory and the Long Man, which together form 
an interesting object for an expeditition. 


Other properties held by the Trust are Michelham Priory; The Marlipins, 
Shoreham; Parsonage Row, West Tarring; Legh Manor near Ansty in Cuckfield; 
The Priest’s House, West Hoathly; and Pigeon House, Angmering. 
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GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
undertaken in Sussex and London 


Parish Registers Probate Registries | Record Offices 
and other Repositories searched 


Enquiries: Miss G. B. PrRIpDLE, Proyart, Old Fort Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex 
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Antiquarian Books 
Prints, Maps & Music 


You are invited to inspect our well classified 
stock of over 50,000 volumes. 


Books on Sussex, Archaeology, History and 
Antiquarian Subjects a speciality. 


Catalogues issued regularly, and out-of-print 
and rare books sought for and reported free 
of charge. 


OUR MUSIC ROOM is also a speciality. 
A large stock of piano, orchestral, organ 
and vocal scores is kept carefully classified 
for your inspection. Music catalogues issued. 


To the lover of Sussex we can always show 
our unique collection of early Sussex maps, 
prints and water colours. 


Libraries Purchased 
* 


21a and 22 Duke Street, Brighton 1 


Phone Brighton 28007 
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